The Highlands of India.

brawling rivulets of pure water rushing down the
mountain slopes; green with fresh sward and spangled
with wild flowers, the flora of a temperate zone, are
yjiiagea which may vie with those of the Alps or
Switzerland in picturesqueness. Fruit trees of all
kinds abound, and the natural types of most vegetable
products are found in this favored land. The apple,
pear, quince, plum, apricot, cherry; currant, mulberry,
walnut, here flourish in situ. Most European trees
are found, and many others, such as the chenar,
peculiar to the country, abound; and liberal nature
^QIQ T^6^ ample crops of cereals and tubers to the
of moderate labour and industry. Grapes may
om ^J^Q^ some wme jg made, and this
industry is one capable of development; amongst
other products, saffron made from the crocus is ex-
ported, and oil is expressed from the walnut; the attar
of roses is celebrated The people eat the Singhara
(water-nut); also the root of the (nadi^ee) esculent lotus,
which adorns the lakes of Cashmere. The shawl and
papier vnachd work is celebrated. Horses and cattle are
of a small but hardy kind. Flocks of sheep numbering
thousands roam the hill sides, and fatten on the fresh
pasturage up to the snows. "Wine, cider, beer, honey,
saffiron, timber, wool, and grain, are thus, amongst
others, products of Cashmere. Here, if anywhere,
could the dream of Arcadia be realized, and the glories
of the golden age formerly attributed to the land of
Kashyapa be restored, and the romantic spirit of the
west imported into this favored Eastern Eden: nor do
i BpQak alone of tlle vajiey pr0pei; kut of all the K6-

histan or mountain country of Cashmere, Nor are these
elements of prosperity its only attractive feature. Close
at hand is the home of the Arimaspians, the gold
hunters of Herodotus; where also borax and gems are
found. In the noble forests around the valley, mines
of wealth exist, metalliferous ores and timber to any
extent abound, and any amount of water power is